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Zion Lutheran Church
Box 59
Arcadia, IA 51430
712-689-2441
712-790-0716 (cell)

The Board of Elders meets monthly at the Church. Please feel free to con-
tact any
member of the Elder Board about any aspect of our ministry here at Zion.

Please feel free to contact any
member of the Elder Board about any aspect of our ministry here at Zion.

Kurt Branning Home 658-2734 Cell 712-830-2915

email: kjbranning@gmail.com
Jeff Luetje Home 663-4591 Cell 712-830-5826
email: luetdaje@win-4-u.net

Ryan Middleton: Cell: 712-830-3396

Randy Bruhn: Home 775-2692 Cell: 712-790-2491

email: mary@randysdiesel.com
Doug Ehlers Home 663-4449 Cell: 712-830-0062
Email: daehlers@westianet.net
Kyle Bass Home Cell: 712-292-8830
CHURCH COUNCIL
President: Chris Toft

Vice President ~ Kevin Skinner
Secretary Mary Bruhn
Treasurer Kathy Kraus
Bd Evangelism  Shellie Lenz
Bd Education Chad Wittrock
Bd Stewardship Lajean Shiney
Financial Sec.  Paulette Von Glan

Trustees: Keith Vetter, Kyle Lenz, Dwight Ehlers



LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE

EVENING CIRCLE you to help out. You PARISCH CIRCLE: Fold bulle-
WOUld be SerVing With at tins for each service

least 1 other person for

one month. services. If

The Evening Circle will be
having their monthly meeting

at 7:00 pm on Wednesday, No- o NOVEMBER
vember 6th here at the church 90/ would be willing to . .
I help out, please contact Chancel: Cathy Meyert
Co-Hostess is Cindy Brock- L i 1
man. Mal}lyn Mueggenbelg, Nikki Lenz
president of the Evening  Parish: Cathy Meyer
Circle.
CHANCEL & PARISHHELP Deb Owen

NEEDED Martha  Cathy Meyer

In November the calendar for Clean communion ware
2024 circles will be set up. for each . ]
Because of declining numbers al e1. ea‘c .c(:iommuin ton set-
in the Ladies Aid and the \gce, p rovi ﬁ of lp écfe ‘
Evening Circle it has become O.W.els 'on};c ca tall (?1 i
necessary for additional help SCIVICES; Change a‘tal par-
filling these circles. aments as necessary.

This is a great opportunity for

CHANCEL DUTIES:

The following members were elected to serve on the 2024 Church Council:

PRESIDENT: Chris Toft
. VICE-PRESIDENT Kevin Skinner
| SECRETARY: Kathy Kraus
TREASURER: Mary Bruhn
TRUSTEE: Curtis Ehlers
ELDERS Doug Ehlers & Kyle Bass
| BD STEWARDSHIP  Lajean Shiney
. BD EDUCATION: Chad Wittrock
FINANCIAL SEC: Paulette Von Glan

{ | BDEVANGELISM  Shelly Lenz
The Church Council will be
@B{l@[@@ meeting on Sunday, November 17th

at 9 am . All are welcome to attend




SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

Christmas is fast approaching. If your child is planning on participating in the Christmas
program please have them let their teacher or the church office know as soon as possible as
we are preparing for the program. During December our practices will be held on Sunday
mornings during the Sunday School time. Please watch the December newsletter for more
information

FALT,  On Saturday, November 2nd Daylight Saving Times ends, so remember
BACK to set your clocks BACK 1 hour before retiring on Saturday evening
Z November 4th. '

be Called” Services will be on 12/4; 12/11 and 12/18. A light lunch will
be served following the devotion services. Evening Services will be
held at St. Paul’s in Carroll at 5:30 pm.

@ Pr%pare ADVENT SERVICES will begin on Wednesday, December 4th and
Ke Way Services will be held at 11:30 am. Our series will be “His Name Shall

ACOLYTES
3rd: Audrey Hill & Kash Riesberg
10th Lacey Middleton & Tyler Middleton
17th Laynie Muhlbauer & Amelia Schmitz
24th Marissa Schrad & Macie Schrad

There will be a special Voter’s Meeting on Sun-
day, November 10" at 11:30 am (following our
Worship Service) The purpose of this meeting
will be for the Call Committee to make a recom-
mendation to the Voter’s on the name of a Pas-
... tor elect and for the voters to call a Pastor. All
are encouraged to attend.




THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE

blessings He has given us

You are cordially invited to join
us on Wednesday, November 27
at 7:00 pm for a special worship
service of Thanksgiving and
praise to God for the many

throughout the year. We will be
celebrating Holy Communion.

FOOD PANTRY IN-GATHERING

We will be having a food in-gathering for the Food Pantry’s in Carroll, Sunday, No-
vember 17-24. ltems needed are: canned fruit, soup, crackers, cereal, canned to-
matoes, tomato sauce, canned spaghetti sauce, spaghetti, egg noodles, pancake
mix, pancake syrup, tuna, peanut butter, jelly pork & beans, chili beans, and non
food items such as: bath soap, toothpaste, shampoo, toilet tissue and laundry
soap. Cash donations are always welcome so that we might provide milk, eggs,
meat, oleo, cheese, potatoes, and fresh fruits and vegetables.

For the past several years
many members of Zion have
offered their thanks to the
Lord of the Harvest by pre-
senting a portion of their
harvest to the Lord. If you
would like to offer a gift to the
LORD, you can do so by let-
ting the Arcadia Co-Op know
how many bushels of corn or
beans you wish to have placed
in Zion’s Harvest Account.

What we have

When we look at what we
want, and then compare that with
what we have, we shall be unhap-

py.

When we think about what

/q (Z-ime to S ay we really deserve, and then com-

pare that with what we actually

Tﬁdn é‘ (You have, we shall thank God.
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|SOUP SUPPER:
: Sunday November 3rd 4:00-6:30 pm
| Immanuel Lutheran Church of Lidderdale
I Serving: Oyster, Vegetable, Chicken Noodle Soup,
E Ham sandwiches, Pie/dessert, Ice Cream and beverage |
I Free-Will Offering
l {
! I
l I
{ Chicken Dinner Friday November 22 5:00-7:00 pm
I
Arcadia Legion Hall (sponsored by Arcadia Community Club)
i Servmg Broasted Chicken (Staley’s), mashed potatoes, gravy, corn, coleslaw, roll &
dessert
|COST:  $13 for adults Children 4-10: $8 |
I |
'FEATHER PARTY E
Friday November 22 7:30 pm g
Arcadia Legion Hall (sponsored by Arcadia Community Club) #
l
é $10 BINGO Card for 20 games of BINGO..for a chance to win a 10-12 Ib turkey anda |
I chance to win a 251b turkey door prize. i
l l
1 All proceeds will be used for the Arcadia Community Club’s future events and contribu- |
jtions to the community. i
I {
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Har vest Supper

The annual harvest Supper was held on Saturday,
October 19th from 4-7 pm at the Westside Com-
munity Building using both a drive-through style
and eat in. We served Turkey, Mashed Potato,
Dressing, Gravy, Green Beans/Corn, Macaroni Sal-
ad and Coleslaw and apple or pumpkin dessert.
Thank you to all who helped in any way!!

It takes lots of hands and people working togeth-
er to host this kind of event. Again Thank You
We served around 450 people. Again thank you

Fonor our vet erans

Veterans Day, which is November 11 each year, is a holiday to honor America’s veter-
ans for their patriotism and willingness to serve and sacrifice for our nation’s common
good.

Christians follow the Prince of Peace, so war is a dilemma that often challenges peo-
ple of faith. Some Christians are pacifists, while others believe in a “just war.” Many believe
that the goals of freedom, justice, equality and democracy are worth the cost required.

Whatever individual Christians decide about any given conflict, most Christians be-
lieve that men and women who strive to make this world free of tyrants are to be respect-
ed. As Winston Churchill said, “Never in the field of human conflict was so much owed by
so many to so few.”

Thank you to all the men and women who served or are now serving our country.

COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS

Count your blessings instead of your crosses;
Count your gains instead of your losses.

Count your joys instead of your woes;
Count your friends instead of your foes.

1ot Qe
Blcssivxﬂs

Count your smiles instead of your tears;
Count your courage instead of your fears.

Count your full years instead of your lean;
Count your kind deeds instead of your mean.

Count your health instead of your wealth;
Count on God instead of yourself.




Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Tuesday

Wednesday

ADVENT WORSHIP SERVICES

Dec 04
Dec 11
Dec 18
Dec 24

Dec 25

&
CHRISTMAS SERVICES
11:30 am
11:30 am
11:30 am
5:00 pm  Children’s Christmas Eve Service
10:00 pm  Candlelight Service/HC

8:30

Christmas Day Service/HC



All Saints’ Day

On November 3rdwe observe All
Saints’ Day. We will remember those
who have gone before us this past
year.

Jerry Thiedeman
Wanda Erps

Cornucopia, a Greek word meaning
“horn of plenty,” has origins in
Greek mythology. But the cornuco-
pia became a religious symbol and
was even stamped on Jewish coins.
Overflowing horns, now common as
Thanksgiving centerpieces, came to
symbolize abundance and blessings.

Giving thanks for all things

It’s easy to list the blessings in life: good health, fami-

ly, a satisfying career, a comfortable home. We might even be
thankful for things others take for granted, such as freedom,

The beginning of Advent

November is the month of Thanksgiving, but
it often also includes the beginning of a new church
year. This year, November 29th is the first Sunday
of Advent. The season of Advent is about Jesus, the
Word, “coming.” It’s about anticipating and prepar-
ing for Christ’s arrival.

God comes to us in many and various ways.
He speaks to us through the prophets and saints. He
comes and speaks to us when we are listening. He
comes in the beauty and mysteries of nature. Most
of all, God comes in the person of Christ, speaking
to his listeners face to face.

Pastor Edmund Steimle put it this way: “The
Christian story is a story of God coming into the mid-
die of life, of our lives, opening the dialogue with
us.”

That’s what Advent is really all about: God
visiting the earth in person to speak with anyone
and everyone who is ready to do so.

clean drinking water, reliable transportation and food enough
to eat. Then there are the little things, such as gardens, sunris-
es, pets and coffee.

What about life’s storms or unanswered prayers?
Should we be thankful for these? Loss and hardship remind us
of our dependence on God. He uses trials to draw us closer to
him, to show us that he is our rock and refuge. In misfortune
and grief, we discover God’s comfort and strength. Should we
not, then, be thankful for the storms, too?

God’s precious saints

A man mourning the sudden death of his
young wife wondered, “Where was God when Jenny
died?” Unable to sleep, he turned to Scripture and
read Psalm 116:3 (NIV): “The anguish of the grave
came upon me: I was overcome by trouble and sor-
row.” The man’s anguish echoed the psalmist’s.
Reading on, he discovered verse 15: “Precious in the
sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.”

“What does it mean by precious?” the man
wondered. The footnote proved helpful: “Not in the
sense of highly valued, but of that which is carefully
watched over.” The widower pictured God watching
over his wife in her last moments. “That’s where
God was,” the man thought with relief.

May we, too, be assured that God cares for
his saints — not only at death but also in life,
through grief and into healing.
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Have we forgotten God?

We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of heaven; we have been pre-
served these many years in peace and prosperity; we have grown in numbers, wealth and
power as no other nation has grown.

But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious hand which preserved us in
peace and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us, and we have vainly imagined, in the
deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom
and virtue of our own.

Intoxicated with unbroken success we have become too self-sufficient to feel the neces-
sity of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us.

It has seemed to me fit and proper that God should be solemnly, reverently and grate-
fully acknowledged, as with one heart and one voice, by the whole of the American people. |
do therefore invite my fellow citizens in every part of the United States, and also those who
are at sea and those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last
Thursday of November as a day of Thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father who
dwelleth in the heavens.

—Abraham Lincoln,
1863 Thanksgiving Proclamation

Control
Things we CANNOT control:
¢ Someone else’s faults
e How long we will live
¢ Another person’s opportunities

Things we CAN control:
e Qur attitude
e The kind of life we live
e What we do with our opportunities

Three kinds of giving

“There are three kinds of giving: grudge giving, duty giving and thanksgiving. Grudge
giving says, ‘I have to’; duty giving says, ‘I ought to’; and thanksgiving says, ‘l want to.” The
latter comes from a full heart. Thanksgiving is an open gate into the love of God.”
—Robert N. Rodenmayer




PRESIDENT’S PAGE

The Rev. Dr. Steven Turner

lowa District West, LCMS
steve@iowadistrictwest.org / 515-576-7666

Dear Friends in Christ,

Many of us will gather either on Thanksgiving Eve or Thanksgiving Day for a special worship service
to give thanks to God.

But wait. This year, lowa has had over 125 tornadoes and record flooding. Is this really a year to give
thanks? We often think of Thanksgiving as a time to give thanks for what we have. Martin Luther
emphasized the importance of gratitude in his teachings about thanksgiving. In his explanation of the
First Article of Apostles Creed, Luther writes that everything we have — our body, soul and
possessions — are gifts from God.

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

What does this mean? 1 believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has
given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my
senses, and still takes care of them.,

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and
children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I
need to support this body and life.

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil.

All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or
worthiness in me.

For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.
This is most certainly true.

Thanksgiving begins not with what we have, but rather with God. “I believe” is a statement of faith.
God has made you and me and that alone means we are of great value to Him and to one another. He is
the one who has given us our bodies, and He is the one who takes care of them. It is a work and a
blessing from God. It is not just a general fact that He takes care of us in a general way. Luther gets
specific. He reminds us that God takes care of even our eyes and ears. He goes on to remind us that
God has given and takes care of our reason and all senses.

Luther next names those things we so often think of when we thank God. This is just a short list of all
the people and possessions that God has given us. Luther reminds us that all material blessings come
from God and should be used responsibly. This means we should use them wisely and for the benefit



of others, not just for our own gain. He reminds us that every aspect of our being and the world around
us is a gift from God.

When Luther says, “He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life,”
he is emphasizing God’s continuous and generous provision for our physical and daily needs. The term
“richly” underscores the abundance and generosity of God’s provision. It means that God does not just
give the bare minimum, but provides abundantly out of His goodness.

Tt is so important for us to be reminded that God not only takes care of our physical needs, but He is
also the one who guards and protects us from all evil. It is such a comfort to know that God — the very
creator of all things — is the one who is protecting us from evil. God is a/ways present and always
actively working to guard and protect us from evil.

God does all this for you and me because He wants to! It is by grace. He takes great delight in doing all
this for you and me. This is certainly not because of anything we have done or not done. It all flows
from the heart of a Father who loves us. God’s love is unconditional and is for you.

“For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.” This is why we celebrate
Thanksgiving. It is not so much about the blessings of the past year, but it is about God, who is always
actively working for you.

Your Partner in the Gospel,
President Steve Turner



| .
N Julie Mann

d IOWAY Director / Disaster Response Coordinator
y julie@iowadistrictwest.org
INDIVIDUAL OUTREACH

WITH ADULTS & YOUTH 515~-408-9696

“That’s mine! You can’t have it If you have kids, or ever were a kid, you are probably familiar
with that phrase. Have you ever heard, “but we’ve never done things that way” in your church?
“I don’t think that would work, so we probably shouldn’t try it” is a statement that |'ve heard
quite a few times in my adult life when brainstorming ideas.

What about this? “Wouldn’t it be amazing if we worked together on (hame your project or
mission)?

Sometimes as churches, our humanistic sinful nature comes out and we tend to get a bit
territorial about who, when, and how things may be progressing. And to be clear, I'm talking
about our personal preferences, not the theology we share. | have witnessed recently several
different examples of people coming together from different congregations, Lutheran schools,
and youth groups to accomplish so much.

| am encouraging everyone to take a step outside their comfort zone and be prayerful about
how you may be able to connect with others at an LCMS congregation near you.

Our first example is about Youth Connect in the Sioux City area. About 5-6 years ago during a
Mercy Meals event held at Faith Lutheran the discussion was started by one of the youth
leaders, Jen, with the others about the possibility of doing an area youth event several times a
year. While the idea was intriguing, the timing seemed to not be a good fit, as the next step
email responses were not stellar. “Flash Forward to 3 years ago when Faith Lutheran was
sharing pastors with Calvary Lutheran. My own daughter and son became involved in their
youth group and became close to many members of Calvary. By the time Faith had received our
new pastor in 2022 | was ready to try again. | started with the same mass email that | had sent
out a few years prior. This time it was well received! | think it was just a matter of God's timing
more than anything | did to influence the interest. Prayers were answered!”

Youth Connect continues to meet frequently in the Sioux City area and there are many positive
results from this purposeful working tog%fc:ggft f’Lihink it is easy for our kids to feel discouraged
when they are alone as youth in their own churches. When we can pool all the kids together,
they have a better outlook on the fact that there ACTUALLY ARE other kids that are practicing
their faith and worshiping our Savior Jesus Christ. | hope it helps the youth feel more accepted
as a follower of Christ. | like they are building their own little community of friends. Also, itis
more fun for the kids to go to the District Gatherings when they know more people!” | spoke
with a few of the Youth Connect group who attended the Senior High district event in October
at Camp Okoboji. They agreed with Jen that it is a great group to be a part of, and it’s really
helping to build their faith, friendships, and allowing them to have a solid foundation living out
their beliefs in the world. “It’s a really good thing” according to one of the young men there.




One of the young ladies | spoke to said, “It’s really nice to already know people when you go to
bigger events.”

Jen shared, “I love to have kids ask me when we will do a servant event again! They are excited
to have done the work and are looking forward to doing it again! | think kids that serve, feel
needed and appreciated. | don't think they even realize that serving others is a great defense
against depression and even just the typical teenage blues. We are trying to balance fun
activities like trampoline venues and country bonfire and hayrides with servant events. | like to
have focus on powerful verses from scripture that we can relate to their lives. We show them
God has a plan for them in His written word and then we talk about how that relates to their
own lives.”

Jonathon Bailey, DCE at Redeemer, Sioux City, shared that it was really nice to come to IDW and
have Youth Connect already functioning so well. It was great to have his youth groups
connected in and be able to encourage and share in the growth that is happening. Also, it’s a
helpful tool for smaller congregations and church youth leaders to not feel like they are alone.

We have so many ways to come together. And yes, sometimes it does mean taking a deep
breath and feeling a bit uncomfortable with the change it may bring, but it’s most often quite
worth it! Just consider finding another congregation near you that you could: join together in
Bible study, have a potluck, do a youth or senior activity — or a combo with both age groups,
reach out to families with young children to do a park day, do shared Advent/Lent services if
your pastor is up for it, join your musicians and singers together for the fun of rehearsing or to
put together an event, or do a service/mercy project. Let your creative ideas flow, pray, and be
open to God working in ways you never expected.

How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity! Psalm 133:1

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with
Christ...and each one of you is a part of it. 1 Corinthians 12:12—-27

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving
up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all
the more as you see the Day approaching. Hebrews 10:24-25

Some resources and groups:

https://locator.lcms.org/church https://swaddlingclothes.org/locations/
https://www.lwml.org/iowa-west-district  https://www.lcms-lert.org/
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. -Profit Organizati
Zion Lutheran Church Non-Profit Organization

i U.S. Postage Paid
]1310%( \;V9T1acy St Arcadia, IA 51430
Avodin, TA 51430 Standard mail
Rev Ben Dose
712/689/2441

Zionluth@netins.net

FRIENDS WHO CARE

Christian Education 9:00 am

Divine Worship 10:00 am




